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moment of resigning his office, and that was every
moment since; that by God he had rather be in
his grave than in his present situation; that he had
rather be on his farm than to be made emperor of
the world; and that they were charging him with
wanting to be king; that that rascal Freneau sent
him three of his papers every day, as if he thought
he would become the distributor of his papers; that
he could see in this nothing but an impudent design
to insult him."
Freneau was one of Jefferson's subordinates in
the State Department, combining with his duties
there the editorship of a newspaper engaged in
spreading the calumny that the Administration was
leaning toward monarchy through the influence
of Hamilton and his friends, who despised repub-
icanism, hated France, and loved England. This
ournalistic campaign went on under the protec-
tion of Jefferson to the disturbance of an adminis-
tration of which Jefferson himself formed a part.
This circumstance has given trouble to Jeffer-
son's biographers, and it is now somewhat difficult
to make those allowances to which Jefferson is en-
titled from the candid historian. Such behavior
at the present day would be regarded as treacher-
ous, for it is now a settled doctrine that it is the